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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE firft four books of* this volume, which 
contain the progrefs of the war in the Nether- 
lands, the eftablifhment of the truce with the Dutch, 
and the expulfion of the Morefcoes from Spain, are 
FRnted literally from the manufcript of Dr. Warfon: 
nor has the {malleft alteration been made, either in 
the arrangement of his matter, or in his ftyle. It is, 
however, but juftice to the memory of that author, 
as well as to the public, to acknowledge, that, in the 
two laft, he had not the leaft participation. Thefe 
were written by the editor of Dr. Watfon’s manu- 
fcript, at the defire of the guardians of his children. 
This was deemed an attention due to the curiofity of 
the readt&y, a curiofity which, in the prefent import- 
ant 2ra, may be fuppofed to be fomewhat enlivened 
by the great events which have lately happened in the 
world. 


It is evident, that Dr. Watfon has exerted iu this 
work, all that care to difcover the truth, which dif= 
tinguifhes his Hiftory of Philip II. He has confulted 
the moft approved writers on this fubject : and by that 
fefpeGable friend to literature, the Earl of Hardwicke, 
he was favoured with manufcripts of equal authority 
and importance. It is to the fame nobleman that the 
editor is indebted for the manufcripts which he quotes 
in the proofs and illuftrations that he has added to this 
fecond impreffion of the prefeut publication, in notes 
and an appendix, 

The 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The conference, now firft publithed, between the 
Spanith and Eng!ith Commiffioners, for effeCting a 
peace between their refpective nations, at London, in 
1604, were carried on with extraordinary ability, de- 
corum and dignity, on both fides: and they ferve not 
only to gratify a curiofity relative to their particular 
fubject, but alfo, to throw light on the interefts and. 
views of the courts of London and Madrid, at that 
time ; on the ftate of commerce ; and the fentiments, 
manners, and general character of the age. 


The continuator of Dr. Watfon’s narrative has not 
thought it proper to give a detail of thofe hoftile ope- 
rations at fea, which were continued, beyond the 
line, even after the pacification of Antwerp. ‘Thefe 
operations, in his opinion, enter into the Spanifh 
Hiftory, by the moft natural connection, at the expi- 
ration of the truce, when the Spanifh minifitrs com- 
pared the advantages and difadvantages that had re- 
fulted from the engagement, and deliberated whether 
they fhould prolong the peace, or renew the war. 
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HILIP the Third, King of Spain, fon of 
Philip the Second, and of Anne of Au- 
ftria, daughter of Maximilian II. Emperor of 
Germany, was in the 21 ft year of his age at his 
acceffion to the throne. He was a prince of a 
character extremely oppofite to that of the late 
king, although no pains had been fpared to 
form him to a fimilarity of manners. From the 
inftructions delivered to thofe who had the 
charge of his education, it appears * to have 
been a principal object of his father’s attention, 
to infpire him with the fame bigoted attach- 
ment to the fuperftition of the church of 


* Hiftoria de la vida y hechos, del inclito monarcha 
D. Felippe tercero, Por Gil Gonfalez Davila, Cronifta de 


Jos Sennores Reyes D. Felippe UI. y 1Vto, lib. i. cap. 6. 


Vot. I. B Rome, 
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BOOK Rome, by which he himfelf had been aftuated; 
_*_ and the means which he employed for this 


1598. 


end, were attended with the defired fuccefs. 
Bur he was not equally fuccefsful in his en- 
deavours to overcome that averfion which his 
fon, from the natural indolence of his temper, 
early difcovered to almoft every fpecies of 
manly exertion and attivity * 


Wits this part of the young prince’s cha- 
racter, Philip was well acquainted ; and fore- 
faw, with much anxiety, the unhappy confe- 
quences which it was likely to produce in his 
future reign. In order to introduce and habi- 
tuate him to the management of public affairs, 
he formed a council of his ableft and moft ex- 
perienced minifters, who, in the prefence of 
the prince, dcbated three times a week con- 

erning various important matters, relating to 
the adminiftration of the kingdom; and the 
prince was required to prefle in this council, 
and to report the opinion of the majority to 
the king ¢. But neither this, nor any other ex- 
pedient which Louifa, the prince’s faithful 
preceptor, could devife, proved effetual for 
the purpofe for which it was intended. In- 
‘activity or indolence {till remained the moft 
confpicucus feature in his charaéter; and it 
* Addiciones a la Hiftoria del Marquis Virgilio Mal- 
vezzi, in Yanez Memorias, p-136. + Davila, lib. i. cap. x 
I early 
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early excited in the king, a ftrong and well poox 
grounded apprehenfion that his fon, unable or : 
unwilling himfelf to hold the reigns of govern- 
ment, would furrender them into the hands of 
the marquis of Denia, or of fome other fa- 
vourite. Againft this condud, which is fo com- 
monly attended with the moft pernicious confe- 
quences, Philip had often put the young prince 
upon his guard; and it was his laft advice to 
him, which he delivered with great carneftnefs 
a few hours before his death, that he fhould 
govern his kingdom by himfelf. He had like- 
wife requefted of him to employ, as his prin- 
cipal counfeliors, Don Chriftopher de Moura, 
marquis of Caitel Rodrigo, and Don John 
Idiaquez; from whofe experience, fidelity, and 
great abilities, he might derive the higheft 
advantages, efpecially in the beginning of his 
reign *. 
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Tue foft and gentle temper of the prince 
had hitherto rendered him extremely obfe- 
quious to his father’s will ¢: but, confcious of 

his 

* Gon. Davila, lib. i. cap. 12. Porreno Dichos y He 
chos, paflim. It was a faying of Philip’s concerning his 
fon, Que era mas para fer mandado, que mandar. Ad- 
diciones di Malvezzi. 

+ The author of Addiciones a la Hiftoria de Marquis 
Virgilio Malvezzi, gives the following fingularginftance 
of the truth of this affertion. Philip Lf. intending that 
his fon fhould marry one of the daughters nf Charles, 

Bz archduke 
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his incapacity, and prompted by his indolence, 
he no fooner mounted the throne, than, dif- 
regarding the counfels which had been given 
him, he refolved to avoid the perplexity which 
might attend his having recourfe, on any oc; 
cafion, to different coupfellors ; and therefore 
committed the whole adminiftration of affairs 
to his favourite the marquis of Denia, 


Tue marquis del Caftel Rodrigo, in whom 
Philip IJ. had long repofed the moft perfect 
confidence, was honourably difmiffed from 
court, and appointed viceroy of Portugal *. 
Idiaquez had the prefidency of the military 
orders conferred upon him; and being of a 
lefS ambitious, and more complying temper, 
than Caftel Rodrigo, and willing to act in an 
inferior or fubordinate capacity, he was futtered 


archduke of Auftria, and having fent for the ‘pittures of 
thefe princeffes, he one day, in prefence of his daughter 
Sfabella, and feveral of his minifters, defired the young 
prince to examine the pictures, and make his choice of the 
princefs whom he would prefer for his wife... Philip, with 
his ufual deference and humility, fubmitted his choice 
to the king. ‘The king remonftrated with him on the im- 
propriety of reguciting any other perfon to judge for him, 
in this matter, in which his own tafte alone ought to be 
confulted ; and defired him to carry the pictures to his own 
apartment, where he might carefully examine them, and fix 
his choice. 1 have no choice, replicd the prince, but your 
majef9’ pleafure; and ] am certain that that princefs will 
appear to me the beft and the moft beautiful whom your 
majefty fhall prefer: p. 137. 
* Davila, p. 36. 
to 
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to remain, and occafionally confulred, on ac- Boo & 
count of his long experience and the high 
charaéter which he held for prudence and faga-  "5* 
city *. But all power was lodged in the hands 

of the favourite, who having been chief 
equerry to the king, before his acceffion to the 
throne, and having in that ftation had frequent 

accefs to his perfon, had gained his affections, 

and acquired an entire afcendant over him 





He was inftantly created duke of Lerma. 
and admitted into the council of ‘ftate: after 
which, the king tranfmitted ediéts to all the 
councils in the kingdom, requiring obedience 
to whatever orders fhould be communicated to 
them in his name by the duke +. 


Tuis determined partiality, which Philip 
was at no pains to conceal, occafioned a general 
difcontent. The grandees of the firft rank 
were filled with indignation, when they beheld 
one whom they had been accuftomed to regard 
as their inferior, invefted with fuch unlimited 
eauthority; and all ranks of men, judging 
from former inftances of the fame nature, 
dreaded an unprofperous and unquiet reign. 
Their complaints were the louder and the more 
generally diffufed, as the duke of Lerma was 
utterly unpractifed in the affairs of govern- 


* Davila, p. 37° + Davila, p. 41. 
B3 ment 
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BOOK ment, and had not yet given any ptoof ot 
———— merit or abilities. 1t was 4 demonftration, they 
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thovzht, of extreme weaknefs in the character 
of the king, foavowedly, and in contradiétion 
to the advice and example of his father, whofe 
memory they revered, to declare his choice of 
a favourite; and they apprehended that, on 
trial, the character of this favourite would be 
found, in this refpe&t, too nearly firnilar to his 
own*. Their apprehenfions were not without 
foundation. By his courteoufnefs and affabi- 
lity, the duke impofed on the penetration of 
many of thofe who approached him; and, by 
difcovering on all occafions the moft devoted 
attachment to the church, he conciliated the 
favour of the ecclefiaftics ; but it foon appeared 
that his views and abilities were extremely 
limited, and that he neither poffefied the 
ceconomy, the firmnefs, or the capacity requi- 
fite for the difficult and important charge with 
which he was intrufted f. 


Ir was peculiarly unfortunate for the Spanith 
monarchy to have the helin of government 
committed to fuch weak hands at the prefent 
period. The Jate king indeed had forefeen, 
and, in fome meafure, provided for this event, 


* Vide Addiciones to Malvezzi, p. 144. + Mayerne 


Turquct, p. 1295. 
by 


‘PHIL Uf. KING OF SPAIN, ; 


by the peace which he had céncluded with Boox 
France, and the refignation of his fovereignty = 

in the Netherlands; witch he hoped would + 
put an end to the war in that country, and 
eprove the means of recovering the revolted 
provinces.’ He had likewife left all his other 
dominions, not only in Spain, but in Italy, 
and in the new world, in the enjoyment of 
peace; and Portugal, now accuftomed to the 
yoke, yielded a ready obedience to his autho- 


rity, 


Bur although Philip II. through the vigi- 
Jance and vigour of his adminiftration, had left 
his dominions every where, except the Nether- 
lands, in the enjoyment of internal tranquil~ 
lity, he had not left them in a flourifhing con- 
dition. On the contrary, Spain, his place of 
refidence, and his feat of empire, was greatly 
exhaufted, and fome of the principal fources 
of her opulence and profperity were dried up, 


By the war in which he had made fo many 
Breat exertions, both by fea and land, and, 
ftill more, perhaps, by the migrations of the 
people to the new world, the inhabitants of 
Spain were greatly reduced in number. All 
emoluments and honors which the fovereign 
ould beftow, had, for ages paft, been di- 
Yided between the military and the ecclediaftical 

B4 por 
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B oo® profeffions, By this means, the mechanic arts 
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and agriculture having come to be regarded 
as comparatively mean and defpicable, were 
alike abandoned by the indolent or ina¢tive, 
and by thofe who were endued with a fpirit of 
ambition and enterprife. This contempt, and 
the confequent negleét of the more ufeful arts, 
the profits arifing from which, though fure, 
are always moderate, was heightened by the 
frequent inftances of enormous fortunes, fud- 
denly acquired by the adventurers in America, 
That proportion of the riches arifing from the 
American mines, which the fovereign received, 
was fpent eithcr in thofe countries in which his 
wars were carried on, or in purchafing naval 
and military ftores from other nations. The 
greater part of what was imported by mer- 
chants and other individuals was laid out in 
England, Italy, and the Netherlands, for ma- 
nufaétures, which the colonies required, but 
which Spain was become unable to fupply ; 
and the remainder was drained off by taxes, 
which the king had, from time to time, been 
neceffitated to impofe. From this fcarcity of 
money ; from the want of manufactures ; from 
the neglect of agriculture, joined to the nuin- 
berlefs loffes fuitained at fea, where Philip had 
been almoft always foiled by: his enemies, trade 
of every kind was reduced to the loweft ebb; 
and fo great was the confequent diforder in the 

finances, 
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finances, that, befides a debt of 140 millions BOOK 
of ducats which he left upon the Crown, he — 
had been obliged to have recourfe to the dif- 159%. 
graceful expedient of employing ecclefiaftics 

to go from houfe to houfe, to receive from his 

fubjects in Spain fuch affiftance as they were 

willing to afford: a meafure which was not 
attended with the advantages which he had 
expected to derive from it, while it contri- 

buted to fink his reputation in Spain, as his 

refufal to pay the intereft of his foreign deky, 

before related, had already done in the reft of 

Europe * 


Tue danger to which the Spanifh monarchy 
was expofed, from that debility to which it 
was reduced at the prefent period, was the 
more to be dreaded, becaufe many parts of 
this widely-extended empire were removed to 
fo great a diftance from the feat of govern- 
ment, and nothing, there was ground to 
believe, could avert the impending ruin, but 
a vigorous exertion of the higheft abilities, 
jeined to the moft rigid and judicious ceco- 
nomy. It was likewife obvioufly neceffary 
that peace fhould inftantly have been efta- 
blithed with the maritime powers ; who, hav- 
ing for feveral years paft held the fovereignty 
of the feas, feemed to poffefs fufficient naval 
farce entirely to deftroy the Spanifh trade, and 


* Gon. Davila, p. 25. 
to 


fo 
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to cut off all communication between the to- 
ther country and her colonies. 


Bur the duke of Lerma was equally incapa~ 
ble of difcerning this danger, and of providing 
againft it. As he had feen the difficulties in 
which the late king was involved, through the 
diforder of his finances, and could not be igno- 
rant of the exhautted condition of the kingdom, 
it might have been expected, that one of the 

objects of his attention would have been 
to retrench the unneceflary expences of the 
court, by attempting, if practicable, to reduce 
the number of fuperfluous offices, to which, in 
times of greater profperity, the vanity of for- 
mer kings hal given birth. But inftead of this, 
he greatly multiplied fuch fort of offices* ; and, 
in the very infancy of his adminiftration, gave 
other fignal proofs of a degree of profufion 
which would have been unjuftifiable, had the 
kingdom been in the moft flourifhing condition, 


One of the firft events of this reign was 
the marriage of the king with Margaret of 
Auttria *, whom the archduke Albert had con- 
dufted into Spain. He had gone, for this 
purpofe, from the Netherlands to Germany, 
about the time of the late king’s death; and 


* Ibid. p. 49. 
+ Daughter of Charles, archduke of Gratz. 
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had foon afterwards fet out with her from 
Gratz, by the way of Italy: but fo great were 
the preparations niade for her reception in 
Spain, and, agreeably to the character of the 
nation, fo flowly were they carried on, that the 
fleet fent to bring her thither did not arrive 
at Genoa till feveral months after. In the 
marriage folemnity, in the city of Valentia, 
above a million of ducats were expended, be- 
fides a great number of rich prefents, which 
were made to foreign princes and to the 
church *. By the ecclefiaftics, who on this, as 
on many other occafions, fhared amply of the 
duke of Lerma’s munificence, his conduét was 
extolled as highly liberal and magnificent, but 
filled the minds of the more impartial and 
difcerning part of men, who were concerned 
for the true glory and intereft of the nation and 


of the crown, with indignation, mingled with 
contempt f. 


Axsout the fame time with the royal 
nuptials, thofe of the archduke with the infanta 
were folemnized } ; but not long after, they fet 
out together for the Netherlands, having ré- 
ceived full affurance from the king and his 
Minifter, that no affiftance in money or in 

* Gon. Davila, lib. ii. + Addiciones a la Hiftoria de 
Malvezzi, p. 152+ t Albert had before-hand refigned 
his dignity of cardinal intc the hands of tht pope. 

troops, 
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B 0 ox troops, which Spain could afford, fhould be 


—_—_— 


159% 


wanting to fupport them in their new fove- 
reignty, and to enable them to accomplifh the 
reduction of the revolted provinces. 


In forming this refolution, there was no 
room for hefitation. From the conditions upon 
which the late king had transferred the fove- 
reignty of the Netherlands to his daughter, 
joined tothe age of that princefs, there was 
little ground to doubt that it would, ere long, 
revert to the Spanifh monarchy. It could not 
be confidered, even during the life of the in- 
fanta, in any other light than as a fief of 
Spain: for fhe and her fucceffors were expreff- 
ly required to take an oath of fidelity to the 
kings of Spain; and, in order to infure the 
faithful obfervance of this oath, the liberty 
was referved of putting garrifons of Spanifh 
troops into Antwerp, Ghent, Cambray, and 
other places; befides which, both parties had 
folemnly engaged to regard the fame powers 
as enemies, or as friends, and promifed mutu- 
ally to affift and defend each other againft all 
the world befides *, 


Ir would probably have faved the Spanifh 
monarchy from the extreme debility into which 


* Thuanus, lib. exxi. cap, 2. 


it 
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it fell in the prefent and in the following reisn, soon 


and would have highly contributed to leffen 
thofe difficulties which, in his future admini- 
ftration, the duke of Lerma was about to en- 
counter, had the fovereignty yielded been 
enjoyed free and independent, by the infanta, 
and Spain been delivered from the burthen of 
the war with the United Provinces. But 
Tfabella could not, in this cafe, have accepted 
of the fovereignty conferredon her. Without 
the affiftance of Spain, fhe muft have funk 
under her unequal conteft with the Dutch, 
fupported by the queen of England; or fhe 
mutt inftantly have made peace with thefe 
powers, on whatever terms they fhould be 
pleafed to prefcribe. The fovereignty of the 
United Provinces would thus have been efta- 
blifhed, and both their religious and civil li- 
berty have been recognifed. 


Toembrace a meafure which would be at- 
tended with fo difagreeable a confequence, 
Philip was hardly lefs averfe than his father 
‘had ever been. With a temper, gentle and 
obfequious to excefs, he was devoted with the 
mott bigoted attatchment to the Popifh faith; 
and being entirely governed by his minifter, 
who, on all occafions, affiduoufly courted the 
favour of the Spanifh ecclefiaftics, and the 
fovereign pontiff, he would have believed him- 
felf highly criminal in the fight of God, had 

7 he 
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BOOK - he not refolved to employ his utmoft power to 
——— reduce the revolted provinces under obedience 


1599- 


to the holy fee. He had, befides, before his 
father’s death, formerly given his confent to 
the deed of transference, with all the condi- 
tions that were annexed to it; and, as he could 
not, confiftently with honour, fo, from his affec- 
tion to the infanta, he was not inclined to retract. 


Promptep by thefe rnotives, which were 
not likely ever to lofe their force, he refolved 
to confider his fifter’s and her hufband’s in- 
tereft as his own, and to take the fame concern 
in all the affairs of the Netherlands, as if the 
fovereignty of that country had never been 
transferred. Conformably to this refolution, 
both the money and the troops of Spain con- 
tinued to be employed in the Low Countries, 
as in the preceding reign. All the affairs of 
thefe provinces were directed as formerly by 
Spanifh councils. The intereft of the Spanifh 
monarch was affected as much asever by what 
happened there ; and, for thefe reafons, almoft 
all the important tranfaCtions which paffed in’ 
the provinces, for feveral years after the pre- 
fent period, make an effential part of the 
Spanifh hiftory. 


Tue archduke having, during his abfence, 
committed the government of the Netherlands 
9 
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to his coufin, cardinal Andrew of Auftria, BOOK 
bifhop of Conftance, and the command of the 
forces to Mendoza, marquis of Guadaletre '59* 
and admiral of Arragon, had inftructed the 

latter to fecure fome convenient paflage over 

the Rhine, which might open an entrance into 

the northern provinces, and enable him either 

to fupport the army at the expence of the 
enemy, or, if that fhould be found impraéti- 

cable, to quarter them in the country of 
Cleves, and the other neutral adjoining ftates. 

Albert gave Mendoza inftructions, at the fame 

time, to avoid expofing the army to any un- 
neceffary rifk, before his return; and therefore 

there is little room for doubt that his principal 
intention, in ordering him to crofs the Rhine, 

was to furnifh the troops with free quarters, in 
compenfation for their pay. To form this ex- 
traordinary refolution, it is faid, he was deter- 

mined by neceffity ; the fouthern provinces of 

the Netherlands having been greatly exhautted 

by the depredations of the Spanifh troops, 

which had fo often mutinied, and his exchequer 
drained, partly by the fums lately advanced in 
payment of their arrears, and partly by the 
preparations for his journey to Spain, which, 

in honour of the young queen, had been per- 
formed with unufual magnificence *, 


* Bentivoglio, part iii. lib. v. p. 473. 
Bur 





16 


BOOK 
I, 





1599. 


September. 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


Bur whatever were Albert’s motives for 
having recourfe to fo unjultifiable an expedient, 
it fhould feem that he could not have mede 
choice of a pe:fon better qualificd, by the 
native temper of his mind, for carrying his plan 
into execution. Immediately after the arch- 
duke’s departure, Mendoza, having collected 
together all the troops which could be {pared 
from the neceffary defence of the country, 
paffed over the Maefe near Ruremond, and di- 
rected his march, at the head of twenty thou- 
fand foot, and two thoufand five hundred 
horfe*, towards Orfoy, a town on the weft fide 
of the Rhine, belonging to the duchy of Cleves. 
The garrifon of this place, being utterly un- 
prepared for a defence, were eafily induced, by 
promifes mingled with threats, to open their 
gates and receive him. He then applied him- 
felf to ftrengthen the fortifications of the town 
and citadel, and at the fame time employed a 
great part of his forces for feveral weeks in 
fortifying Waflum, 2 finall town on the eaft 
fide of the river, direétly oppofite to Orfoy. 


Attsovcn his communication with che 
country beyond the Rhine was thus fecured, 


* This army confifted of feven thoufand Spaniards, 
three thoufand Italians, two thoufand Burgurdians, a 
thoufand Irith, and feven thoufand Germans and Wal- 
loons, befides the cavalry. 

he 
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he judged it to be of great importance to get Boo K 


poffeffion of fome other town upon the Rhine, 
at a fmaller diftance from the enemy, and 
therefore he marched down the river, with all 
bis forces, and laid fiege to Rhinberg. This 
place, belonging to the bifhopric of Cologne, 
was, as above related, in the hands of the 
United Provinces. It was deemed a place of 
confiderable ftrength, and was defended by a 
fufficient garrifon. The Spaniards, after batter- 
ing the walls, attempted to take the town by 
ftorm, and were repulfed with great flaughter. 


But the fiege was much fooner brought to 
a conculfion than the befiegers had reafon to 
expect, through one of thofe fatal accidents 
which have often happened fince the invention 
of gunpowder, when the utmoft precaution is 
not employed in preferving it. Having caught 
fire, from a ipark occafioned by the ftroke of 
a cannon-ball againft the tower where the ma- 
gazine was kept, and which the ball had en- 
tered by a window, not only the tower, but a 
great part of the wall of the town was thrown 
down. Several veffels in the river were, by 
the violent agitation of the water, overwhelm- 
ed and funk, and the governor, his wife and 
family, with a confiderable number of the in- 
habitants, were buried in theruins. The gar- 
rifon ftood aghaft at this unforefeen difafter ; 
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and, dreading that the town muit now be taken 


—— by affault, they refolved, without farther refift: 
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ance, to capitulate on terms, to which Men- 
doza, in order to fave time, immediately 
agreed *, 


By the fuccefs which attended the Spanifh 
arms in the reduétion of Orfoy and Rhinberg, 
all the other towns in that quarter were filled 
with anxiety and terror. Burick, a town on 
the weft fide of the Rhine, in the duchy of 
Cleves, having, without hefitation, admitted a 
Spanifh garrifon, Mendoza began to make 
preparations for employing force againt We- 
fel, one of the moft flourifhing places in the 
circle of Weitphaliay and which had lately re- 
ceived a confiderable augmentation of pro- 
teftant inhabitants from the neighbouring pro- 
vinces. Having abolifhed the exercife of the 
Catholic religion, and eftablifhed the Reform- 
ed, as taught by Calvin, in its ftead, they 
knew how guilty they muft appear in the eyes 
of a Spaniard, and were at the fame time con- 
fcious of being unable to defend themfelvts 
againtt fo great a force. They attempted, by 
fending the general an embafly, with prefents 
for himfel§ to divert him from his pur- 
pofe. But Mendoza, laying hold of this op- 


* Thuanus, lib. cxxi, cap. 9. Grotius, lib. vii. Bentj- 
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portunity 
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portunity to colour his prefent expedition with 
the pretext of zeal for the Popifh faith, pe- 
remptorily required they fhould immediately 
reftore the exercife of the Catholic religion. 
With this condition the inhabitants, in order 
to avoid a fiege, were obliged, though ex- 
tremely reluctant, to comply *. After which, 
though he had before rejected their prefents, 
he demanded a large fupply of provifions, and 
of money for his troops: and having obtained 
his demands, he continued his march down 
the river, and took pofleffion of the towns of 
Rees and Emerick. 


Tue inhabitants of the latter of thefe places, 
having been long diftinguifhed by their at. 
tachment to Popery, had, from fome imereft- 
ed motive, :nvited the Spanifh army to come 


into that quarter, and had received a promife - 


in writing from Mendoza, that neither their 
town nor territory fhould fuffer any inconve- 
nience fiom the neighbourhood of his troops. 
He infifted however upon their admitting a 
Spanifh garrifon; and when they reminded 
him ot his promife, by one of their principal 
ecclefiaftics, he replied, that the fervice of the 
king and the intereft of religion made it ne- 


* The Spanifh army had no fooner left Germany than 
the priefts were again expelled, and Calvinifm re- 


eftablifhed, 
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BOOK ceffary for him to change his views and mea- 
w—— fures. The prieft afked him if, after fuch a 


I59% 


declaration, it was furprifing that the revolted 
provinces fhould refufe to put truft in the faith 
of the king of Spain, or of his generals; and 
warned him of the vengeance threatened by 
heaven againft deceit and falfhood. But Men- 
doza, unmoved by this remonftrance, gave 
orders for the immediate admiffion of his 
troops *. 


-in order however tc appeafe the people of 
Fimerick, he readily promifed that only four 
hundred fhould be fent, and he even required 
the German officer who commanded them to 
{wear chat he would not admit a greater num- 
ber. Notwithftanding which, fo little regard 
did he pay either to his character or his faith, 
that he afterwards attempted to introduce 
another cohort, under Barlotta, an Italian; to 
whom the German refufed admittance, faying 
openly, that though the general had fet the 
example, he would not violate his faith. 


AsTER getting poffeffion of Emerick, the 
Spanith army was at the diftance only of a few 
miles from the fort of Schenck, and other 
places belonging to the United Provinces; nor 


+ Grotius, lib. vii. p. 351. 
had 
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had the ftates been inattentive to the danger BOOK 
which fo nearly threatened them. Having, ——— 
from the commencement of Mendoza’s expe-  *™ 
dition, fufpeéted that his defign muft be to 

make an attack upon their eaftern frontier, 

prince Maurice had haftily affembled together 

at Arnheim, a body of troops, amounting to 

fix thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred horfe, 

and had ventured to crofs the Iffel, and ad- 

vanced towards the enemy as far as Zevenaer, 

which lies at little more than a day’s march 

from Emerick. 


Wirn fuch unequal forces he could not 
pretend to cope with the enemy in the open 
field; but on no occafion had he ever exhibit- 
ed greater military fkill and conduct. By 
making choice of the moft proper ftations, 
which the nature of the country could afford, 
and the prudence and viligance which ke dif- 
played in ftrengthening all the approaches to 
his camp, he rendered it impoffible for the 
Spanith general to attack him with any proba- 
bility of fuccefs; while, at the fame timc, he 
prevented him from advancing any farther, or 
undertaking the fiege of any of the frontier 
towns upon the Iffel. The two armies, be- 
tween which there was fo great a difparity of 
numbers, lay for a confiderable time almoft in 
fight of each other; and, from the anxiety 

C 3 which 


2 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


800K which Mendoza difcovered on that occafion, it 
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fhould feem he was deeply imprefied with a 
fenfe of his inferiority to prince Maurice, in 
refpect of military knowledge and capacity. 
For ten days and nights, without intermiffions 
his whole army, horfe and foot, itood under 
their arms; and were permitted to take na 
other reft, though it was in the middle of 
winter, butin their ranks in the open air. It 
was neceflary, meanwhile, to fend out his ca- 
valry, and the retainers of his camp, in fearch 
of forage and provifions ; and between them 
and detachments of the prince’s army various 
rencounters happened, in which they were al- 
ways worfted, and confidcrable numbers taken 
prifoners. 


Boru the Spanifh infantry and cavalry had 
began to fuffer fo much from the cold, joined 
to a fcarcity of provifions, and were at the 
fame time fo much difheartened by that anxiety 
and dread of which their general’s conduct 
was fo expreffive, that there was ground to be- 
lieve, that if Maurice had thought himfelf at 
liberty to attack them, he wouid have ac- 
quired a cheap and eafy victory, 


Finprnc it at length impoffible, on account 
of the want of provifions, to remain any longer 
6 in 
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in their prefent fituation, they directed their 
noarch towards Doefburg, which commands an 
important paffage over the Iffel, into the ter- 
ritory of Velue. But Maurice, who lay nearer 
to that place, eafily reached it in time to be 
fully prepared for their approach. They ftopt 
fhort therefore at Dotechem, a town on their 
road to Doefburg ; and there deliberated what 
courfe they fhould next purfue. 


To a general of fuch mean capacity as Men- 
doza, and fo little endued with the fpirit of 
Jaudable ambition or enterprize, there appear- 
ed to be no room for hefitation. By the feve- 
rity of the fealun, by the fword of the enemy, 
and by defertion, his army had fuffered confi- 
derable diminution; and, having been long 
permitted to plunder the country through 
which they pafled, and to live in the moft li- 
centious manner, they were become reluctant 
to fubmit to the controul of military difci- 
pline. He dreaded, befides, the great abilities 
af Maurice, and thought it doubrful whether, 
in cafe he fhould fucceed in effecting his paf- 
fage over the Iffel, he would find it practicable 
to fupport his army during the wiater feafon 
in the territories of the ftates, where almoft 
all the towns were fortified, asd prepared for 
their defence. Determined by thefe conlider- 
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ale" K ations, he refolved to turn back, and to take 





up his winter-quarters in the duchy of Cleves, 
and other neutral ftates in the territory of 
Weftphalia, He accordingly retired with pre- 
cipitation, leaving behind him many of his 
fick and wounded, expofed to the mercy of the 
inhabitants of the country, who were highly 
exafperated by the injury and outrage they had 
received. Maurice purfued him for feveral 
miles, and cut off or took prifoners fo great a 
number of his troops, that, inchiding thofe 
who had deferted, and thofe who had fallen or 
were taken prifoners in former rencounters, it 
was computed that he had loft above feven 
thoufand men. 


He fixed his head-quarters at Rees, having 
left a ftrong garrifon in Emerick, which lay 
nearer to the enemy, under the command of 
the count de Boucquoi, one of his ableft 
officers. But the count, having foon after been 
taken prifoner in a fkirmifh with count Lewis 
of Naffau, Maurice conceived the defign of 
making himfelf mafler of the town. For this 
purpofe he ordered count Hohenloe to inveft 
it; and, in order to prevent Mendoza from 
returning to its relief, he cut the dyke of the 
Rhine, and laid all the country between Rees 
and Emerick under water. By this devife the 


garrifon, 
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garrifon, having no profpect of affiftance from 
their friends, were intimidated, and, after a 
feeble refiftance, laiddown theirarms. Maurice 
wasequally fuccefful againft the garrifon of Ze- 
venaer: but bei: well pleafed with an oppor- 
tunity of fhowing his condemnation of the cun- 
dué of the Spanifh general, who, with fo great 
a contempt of the eftablifhed laws of nations, 
had feized on the towns of neutral powers, he 
retained poffeffion of neither of thefe places, 
but delivered Emerick to the citizens, and Ze- 
venaer to the duke of Cleves*. After which 
he put his troops into winter-quarters, and 
went himfelf to the Hague, where he was em- 
ployed during the remaining part of the winter 
in making preparations for the next campaign. 


In the mean time, Mendoza, equally inat- 
tentive to his character and to the laws of hu- 
manity, permitted his troojs to exercife the 
moft cruel oppreffion over the people of Weft- 
phalia, from whom he could not pretend that 
either the king of Spain or the archduke had 
received the fmalleft injury. After plunder- 
ing the inhabitants of the open country, and 
Jeaving them neither corn nor cattle for their 
fupport, the allowed his foldiers to employ 


Gretius, p. 353, &e. 
force 
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BOOK force againtt fuch of the towns as refufed them 
——--— admittance; andthe towns being generally ug- 
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Their burs 
harity. 


prepared for defence, they got poffeflion of 
many of them, where they not only lived at free 
“quarters on the citizens, but robbed them of 
their moft valuable effects, whic they fold at 
Cologne, and, by the merchants there, tranf- 
mitted the price, amounting to very great 
furs, to Antwerp or other places in the Ne- 
therlands. Nor were they fatisfied with pillage 
or plunder, but indulged themfelves in every 
fpecies of licentioufnefs; and treated the in- 
habitants, on innumerable occafions, with a 
degree of barbarous cruelty and outrage, of 
which the troops under Frederick de Toledo 
had, in their treatment of the people of Zut- 
phen and Naarden, furnifhed the only inftance 
which occurs in the annals of Europe for many 
years *. 


Ix order to compel fuch of the people as 
they fufpected of being rich, to reveal their 
treafures, they wounded fome, they mutilated 
others, and, under the pretext of their being 
heretics, they committed others to the flames. 
Count Falcoftein, lord of Bruck, a Proteflant, 
having refufed them admittance into his caftle, 


Grotius, lib. vii. 
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which for fome time he defended againft them 80 ° K 


with great refolution, at length furrendered, 
on condition that he and his domeftics fhould 
be allowed to departin fafety ; buthe was no 
fooner in their power, than they firft butchered 
his domeftics before his eyes, and afterwaids 
himfelf. Mendoza had the effrontery to avow 
and vindicate fome inftances of this kind, by 
alleging, that thofe who had fuffered were he- 
retics ; but it was not the Proteftants only, 
but great numbers likewife of the Catholics, 
who experienced the barbarity of his trovps 5 
and even many of thofe who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves by their attachment to the Spamfh 
intereft in the Netherlands; among whom 
were the fubjects of the bifhops of Munfler, 
Paderborn, Liege, aud Cologne, as well as the 
duchies of Cleves, and Juliers, who were all 
treated with the fame violence and inhuma- 
nity * 


By thefe enormities the German princes 
were affected in the manner which it was na- 
tural to expect. They were fired with indig- 
nation again{t their barbarous oppreffors, and 
had early deliberated concerning the meafures 
proper to be purfued. No European nation 


* Grotius, lib. vii. Thuanus, lib.cxxi, Piafecii Chro- 
Rica, anno 1598. Geftorum in Europa fingularium. 
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by their warlike difpofition, and their military 
prowefs, as no nation had exerted greater in- 
trepidity and vigour in the defence of their 
property and liberty when attacked. But, 
having enjoyed profound tranquillity for near 
half a century, and al! of them, but a few who 
had entered into the fervice of foreign ftates, 
having been difufed to war, their tamenefs and 
timidity invited the injuries of the Spanifh 
foldiers; who found not only the inhabjtants of 
the open country, bui thofe likewife of moft of 
the towns, utterly defencelefs and unarmed. It 
was probably Albert's knowledge of this, join- 
ed to the confideration of the charaéter of Ro- 
dolph, the prefent emperor, a prince of a tame 
and indolent difpofiuon, that had induced him 
to refalve to fupport his army at the expence of 
the Germans; and what they fuffered affords a 
ftriking proof how neceffary it is that every 
people, expofed by their fituation to be invad- 
ed, fhould, inftead of trufting to their neutra- 


lity, or to the faith of treaties, ftand, on all 


eccafions, in a polture of defence. 


Tue people who fuftcred mott from the de- 
predauions of the Spaniards were the fubjects 
of the duke of Cleves, and of Erneft of Ba- 
varia, who held, at the prefent period, the 

I four 
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four bifhoprics of Munfter, Paderborn, Liege, 
amd Cologne. Erneft, who had formerly been 
tnuch indebted to the court of Spain, and 
was extremely defirous of avoiding a rupture 
with the archduke, in order to obtain redrefs, 
refolved to Content himfelf with making re- 
monftrances and complaints. 


Tue duke of Cleves was a weak prince, and, 
being at times difordered in his judgment, 
was incapable of holding the reins of govern- 
ment. But his place was well fupplied on 
the prefent occafion, by his fifter, Sibylla, a 
princefs of a mafculine fpirit, who exerted 
great activity in 1oufing the indignation of the 
neighbouring ftates and princes, and laboured 
to convince them of the neceffity of uniting 
together, in order to drive the Spaniards out 
of Germany. The elector Palatine, the land- 
grave of Heffe, feverai imperial citics on the 
banks of the Rhine, and a great number of 
counts, and other fovereign princes in Weft- 
phalia, readily entered into Sibylla’s views, 
and endeavoured to intereft the reft of the em- 
pire, or at leaft the neighbouring circles, in 
their caufe. 


Tuey began with remonftrating to the arch- 
duke againft the iniquity of his conduct; and 
they 
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_. that purpofe by the emperor, who likewife 


publifhed a refcript, commanding Mendoza 
immediately to evacuate the towns and ter- 
ritories of which he had taken poffeffion. But 
finding that no regard was paid bv Mendoza 
to the emperor’s refcript; and that, snftead of 
complying with their requefts, Aibert only 
lamented that the neceffity of his Situation had 
obliged him to adopt a meafure which he faid 
was equally difagreeable to himfelf as to them, 
they affembled together at Munfter, and re- 
folved all of them, but the bifhop, or elector 
of Cologne, to have recourfe to arms. It was 
agreed that a nuinerous army fhould be raifed 
with the utmo:t expedition. The proporticn 
of money and troops which each prince or 
ftate fhould furnifh was afcertained; and the 
count de la Lippe, lieutenant-general of the 
circle of Weftphalia, was appointed to be 
commander in chief. Prom the unanimity, ala- 
cricy, and ardour which appeared in this affem- 
bly, there was ground to hepe for the utmoft 
difpatch and vigour in cariying the plan adopt- 
ed, into execution ; yet from the flownefS in- 
cident to the motions of a leagu., in which 
no one member poffeffes authority fufficicnt to 
controu! the refit, the {eafon, as will be teen 
in the feque]l, was far advanced before the 

count 
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count de la Lippe was in a condition to take 
the field * 


Tue Spanifh army, inthe mean time, kept 
poffeffion of all the towns into which they had 
entered; and, without reftraint from their ge- 
neral, continued to exercife over the people 
the fame oppreffion as before; till the feafon 
arrived when the cardinal governor of the Ne- 
therlands judged it proper to begin the opera- 
tions of a new campaign. They were then 
withdrawn from all the towns in which they 
were quartered, except Orfoy, Rhinberg, Rees, 
and Emerick; the laft of which places they 
had again obliged the inhabitants to furrender, 
after prince Maurice had retired. 


Te cardinal having come to Rees, where 
he heid a council of war, to deliberate con- 
cerning an expedition againft fome of the 
frontier towns of the United Provinces, it was 
determined to undertake the fiege of Bommel, 
the conqueft of which would open an entrance 
iftto Holland: but, in order to conceal this 
intention from the ftates, and to facilitate the 
landing of the troops on the ifle of Bommel, 
it was agreed to fend a detachment of the 


* Bentivoglio, part iti, lib. v. ab initio. Grotius lib. 
vii & viii, Thuanus, lib. cxxi, &c. 
army 


Kr 
BOOK 
I. 


1599. 


Siege of 
Bommel 


32 


HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 


BOOK army to make a feigned attack on the fort of 
=== Schenck, which, as formerly defcribed, is firy- 
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April, 


ated on the upper extremity of the Betuwe. 
This detachment was fent down along the 
right or north fide of the Rhine, while Men- 
doza, with the main army, mayched down 
on the other; and both _ divifions began 
about the fame time to play off their batteries 
againft the fort; the former from the banks 
of the Rhine, and the latter from thofe of the 
Waal. 


Prince Maurice’s head-quarters were at 
Arnheim, only 2 few Jeagues diftant from 
Schenck. He had never before experienced fo 
great anxiety or fatigue. Almoft all the off- 
cers, on whom he chiefly depended for the 
execution of his orders, were abfent: count 
Hohenloe was in Germany, employed in ex- 
citing the princes of the league of Muntfter to 
take the field againft the Spaniards; colonel 
Vere was not returned from England, whither 
he had gone to haften a body of frefh troops, 
which had been promifed by Elizabeth; and 
the younger la Noue had not finifhed fome 
levies, which with the connivance of the king, 
he had been making among the Proteftants in 
France. All the troops therefore which 
Maurice had been able to mufter, after leav- 


ing 
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ing fufficient garrifons in the fortified towns, 
amounting only at this time to four thoufand 
nien. With this little army he croffed over 
to the Betuwe: and having reinforced the 
garrifon of Schenck, and ftrengthened the 
banks oppofite to Mendoza, where only he had 
occafion to fufpeét that an attack might be de- 
figned, he lay prepared to oppofe him in cafe 
he fhould attempt to land on the ifland. 


Tue Spaniards, having the river between 
them and the fort, were at too great a diftance 
to do execution with their artillery ; and, as this 
attack was only a feintto amufe prince Maurice, 
and that for this reafon they had not taken 
time to employ the ufual precautions for their 
fhelter from the enemy’s fire, they loft upwards 
of four hundred men. This expence of blood, 
which the prince could eafily obferve from the 
ramparts, contributed to confirm his helief 
that their defign againit the fort was ferious, 
and his attention was therefore wholly engroff- 
ed with providing for its defence. In the mean 
tyme the count of Berg, with a body of troops, 
under the command of the colonels Stanley, 
Zapeau, and Barlotta, was ordered to march 
down along the left or fouth fide of the Waal ; 
and, in order to cover his intention, a great 
number of beats had been traniported to this 

Vor. I. D river 
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which he embarked his troops, and feemed to 
intend pafling over to the Betuwe. Prince 
Maurice could hardly doubt that this was his 
defign ; and, to prevent him from accomplith- 
ing it, he carefully watched his motions with 
a part of his forces, which being put on board 
of boats colleCted together at Nimeguen, kept 
dire€ly oppofite to the Spaniards in their pro~ 
grefs down the river. In this manner both 
parties continued to advance, fometimes ap- 
proaching within reach of cach other’s fire, and 
the Spaniards feemingly intending on fome oc- 
cafions to effect a landing on the Betuwe, till 
they both arrived in the neighbourhood of the 
Voorn; when the count de Berg, having dif- 
embarked his trcops, drew all his boats cn 
fhore, and having put them into carriages 
which had been prepared for that purpofe, he 
marched with great expedition acrofs the coun- 
try, from the Waal to the Maefe, where hav- 
ing again launched his boats, he failed down 
the river till he arrived at Empel, and thus 
fecured a paffage into the ifle of Bommel. 


Tue fortifications of the town of that name, 
which ftands on the other fide of the :fland, 
though, on account of its fituation, deerned a 
place of great importance, had, amidft the 

multi- 
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multiplicity of objeéts which required the at- 8 0° K 
tion of Maurice and the ftates, been extremely ~~. 
neglected; the old fortifications were ruinous, ‘53 
and new ones, which had been begun, were 

yet unfinifhed. 


Hap the troops, therefore, under the count 
de Berg, been fufficiently numerous, or had 
Mendoza advanced in time to his fupport, he 
might without much difficulty have accom- 
plithed the object of his expedition. But the 
army having been detained longer than it 
ought to have been in the fiGitious attack on 
the fort of Schenck, the count was obliged to 
reft fatisfied with fecuring his ftation at Em- 
pel, or with making fhort excurfions into 
the country. Prince Maurice was, in the 
mean time, every day receiving frefh fupplies 
of troops from France, Engiand, and other 
places; and his army amounted now to fo 
great a number, that he could afford to leave 
a part of it for the dcfence of the Betuwe, and 
lead the reft to Bommel. 


He accordingly no fooner reccived informa- 
tion of the count of Berg’s invafion of that 
ifland, than he fet out with the greater part of 
his army, aod arrived there in tinre to prevent 
the inhabitants from abandoning the town, 

Da which 
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defpair of being able to defend it. Mendoza, 
left his camp oppofite to the Schenck about 
the fame time, and, having in his march re- 
duced the fort of Crevecceur, which would 
have interrupted his communication with Bois 
le Duc, he tranfported his forces into the ifle 
of Bommel, and began to lead them towards 
the town. He firft attempted to make himfelf 
mafter of the dyke of the Waal, on which he 
intended to have ereéted batteries, in order to 
ftraiten the navigation of the river, but was 
prevented by an incefiant fire from a great 
number of armed vefféls, which Maurice had 
prepared for that purpofe. From the delay 
occafioned by this unneceffary enterprize, and 
the reduction of Creveceeur, a general of fo 
great activity as Maurice had leifure to put 
the town of Bommel into a proper pofture of 
defence. 


His army, at this time, was not inferior to 
that of the enemy, and amounted to eighteen 
thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe. Hav- 
ing pitched his camp on the right fide of the 
Waal, oppofite to Bommel, and conftructed 
two bridges *, formed ef barks covered with 
planks, one above and the other below the 
town, he committed the defence of the place, 


+ Each four hundred and fifty paees in length. 
I to 
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10 a fele&t body of four thoufand foot and two 
thoufand horfe. 


BomMEL was too {mall a place to admit of 
fo numerous a garrifon ; but, in order that he 
might avail bimfelf of the great number of his 
troops, his firft care had been to give the 
town an artificial magnitude, by drawing 
round it, at a little diftance from the walls, an 
intrenchment, ftrengthened with a ditch, and 
with redoubts at proper diftances; to which 
he added a covered way, a new fpecies of forti- 
fication, of which he himfelf was the inventor, 
and which he firft put in practice on the pre~ 
fent occafion. 


Menpoza was greatly difconcerted by the 
celerity and difpatch with which thefe works 
were executed: and as not only the cannon 
planted upon them, but a ftrong battery which 
Maurice had raifed’on the dyke of the river, 


was ready to be played off upon the Spaniards, | 


as foon as they approached, they fuffered a 
confiderable lofs of men, before they could 
cover themfelves with their trenches. Men- 
doza might now have feen his error in not 
advancing fooner to the fiege: and, if he ye- 
flected on the ftrength of the place, and the 
number of the garrifon, or on the neighbour- 
hood of the prince’s army, and the facility 
with which, as he was mafter of the river, he 
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could, atali times, introduce fupplies or re- 
inforcements into the town, it muft appear 
furprifing that he did not perceive the impoffi- 
bility of fucceeding in his attempt. 


Prince Maurice, on the othér hand, was 
blamed by many of his countrymen for refting 
fatisfied with defending a town againft an 
enemy, whom it was alledged, as he was fupe- 
rior to them in numbers, he might have fuc- 
cefsfully encountered in the open field. It 
began to be furmifed that Maurice did not 
wifh to bring the war toa conclufion ; and the 
flates fent deputies, to reprefent to him, that 
as they could never expect to affemble a more 
flourifhing army than was at prefent under his 
command, and the expence which their late 
preparations had coft them was enormous *, 
they could not help expreffing their defire that 
he would fhorten the campaign as much as 
poffible, and muft therefore recommend to 
him, if he could do it with fafety, to try the 
fortune of a general engagement. 


Maurice was the more furprifed at this re- 
monttrance of the ftates, as they had hitherto 
been extremely averfe to all adventurous 


* ‘Twelve thoufand gilders. Sce Reidan. quoted by 
Le Clere, p. 197. 
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meafures ; and, on many occafions, had dif- 8 ooK 
covered a degree of caution bordering on timi- 
dity. He could not account for it, but on 
the fuppofition that they had liftened to the 
infinuations of his enemies, who accufed him 
of protracting the war, with the view of per- 
petuating his own authority ; and, in order to 
wipe off this groundlefs afperfion, he would 
not have declined the rifk of a battle, in cafe 
a favourable opportunity had offered, ‘* But, 
in the prrient fituation of the Spanifh army, 
in a country fo narrow and confined, where his 
cavalry, in which only he was fuperior, could 
be of little ufe, no fuch opportunity could 
reafonably be expected. Should he attempt to 
tranfport his army over the Maefe into Bra- 
bant, Bommel mutt thereby fall into the hands 
of the Spaniards; and, although, after the re- 
duétion of that place, they fhould be induced 
to follow him, and to offer battle, yet, without 
the greateft probability of fuccefs, he fhould 
doubt whether it would be expedient to ac- 
cept; as the fate of battles often depended on 
accidents, which no human prudence could 
forefee; and the king of Spain, with fych in- 
exhauftible refources, could much more eafily 
fuftain the lofS of an army than the ftates. It 
was for thefe reafons, not on}y his opinion, but 
that of his moft experienced officers, that the 
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poox enemy fhould be permittcd to fpend their 
I. 
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ftrength in the fiege of Bommel, which, fhould 
they perfift in it, he was confident wouid prove 
their ruin.” The ftates, convinced by thefe 
confiderations, entered without much difficulty 
into the prince’s views, and left him at liberty 
to purfue the plan of operations which he had 
laid before them. The cardinal Andrew, in 
the mean time, having with great activity, 
formed at Bois le Duc, the moft ample maga- 
zines of every thing neceffary for the fiege, 
Mendoza was enabled to make his approaches 
to the town, with greater expedition than there 
was reafon to expect. His troops were now, in 
a good meafure, covered from the enemy’s 
fire; and he began to play off his batteries. 
But it foon appeared how little reafon he had 
to flatter himfelf with the hopes of fuccefs in 
his enterprize. The garrifon, tupported by 
frefh troops, fent to their affiftance by the prince, 
could not only prevent them from making 
farther progrefs in the ficge, but fallied out 
againft them, fometimes by day, and fometimes 
by night, demolifhing their works, and put- 
ting a confiderable number to the fword. The 
Spanifh troops. difplayed, on every occaficn, 
the moft determined intrepidity ; and thereby 
fully juftified the caution of prince Maurice, 
in declining to reduce them to the neceffity of 


a ge- 
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a general engagement. They gave the moft 
ftriking proofs likewife of the excellence of 
their military difcipline, by recovering them- 
felves with a facility which aftonifhed the 
‘enemy, from the confufion into which they 
were fometimes thrown ; and they were every 
where fuccefsful in repreffing the fallies of the 
garrifon, although thefe fallies were performed 
by numerous bodies, amounting to five or fix 
thoufand men, of the beft of the French and 
Englifh forces, conducted by La Noue, colonel 
Vere, and other officers of the nioft un- 
queftionable bravery. They fuffered, how- 
ever, confiderable lofs, In the {pace of three 
weeks upwards of two thoufand perifhed; and 
the cardinal governor, being at laft convinced 
of the abfurdity of perfifting in his enterprize, 
fent orders to Mendoza to raife the fiege. 


He was determined, however, by the advice 
of Colonna, the hiftorian, who was at this 
time an offieer in the Spanifh army, to at- 
tempt accomplifhing, in another way, the ob- 
ject of the prefent expedition, by erecting a 
foit in another part of the ifland, from which 
the fame advantage might be derived as from 
the poffeflion of Bommel: and, for this pur- 
pofe, agreeably to the counfel that was given 
him, he made choice of a narrow.neck of land 

which 
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800K which unites the upper with the lower part of 
—~—~ the ifland, intending to occupy, with a forti- 
°9 fication of the ftrongeft kind, the whole fpace 
between the Maefe and the Waal; and thus, 
not only to facilitate an invafion of the United 
Provinces, but to cheek the enemy’s naviga- 

tion in both rivers, 


Tue conftruction of this fort was committed 
to Velafco, genera] of the artillery. A thou- 
fand foldiers, and two thoufand pioneers, were 
employed in the work; and the army was 
pofted about the neighbouring villages of 
Herwyn and Roffem, to prevent the approach 
of the enemy. 


Beeinning 
of fuze, 


Maurice having penetrated this defign, 
led up his troops along the north fide of the 
Waal, and tock: his ftation directly oppofite to 
the Spaniards ; where, having planted batteries 
of his Jargelt cannon, he greatly annoyed the 
workmen, and, though not without fome Iofs, 
did confideiable execution. Velafco, however, 
perfevercd, and was at length able to cover his 
men from the encmy’s fire. 


Tue prince finding then that all his efforts 
in this quarter mutt be incffe€tual, tranfported 
his army into the adjoining ifle of Voorn; 
and, fioin thence, fent over a detachment of 

three 
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three thoufand men, to the upper part ofthe B ooK 
ifle of Bommel; giving them inftructions to 
entrench themfelves at the village of Hervor- "59 
den, which lies at a little diftance from the 

place where the Spaniards were employed in 
making the new fort. His orders were exe- 

cuted with the greateft expedition, and the 
entrenchments almoft completed before the 
Spaniards got notice that the trdops had landed 

on the ifland. 





Menpoza, fenfible of the danger and in. 
conveniencies to which he was expofed, front 
having the enemy fo near him, immediately 
difpatched the count de Berg, to attack their 
lines, with a numerous body of chofen troops. 
The count was repulfed with the lofs of more 
than five hundred men, among whom were 
many officers of diftinguifhed merit: but hav- 
ing ftationed the greater part of his army on 
that fide of the fort which lay next to the 
enemy, he kept the prince at bay, and enabled 
Welafco, without interruption, to carry on his 
operations in the conftruétion of the fort. 


Tue Spanifh cavalry, in the mean time, 
which could never have proper accommoda- 
tion, nor be fupplied with forage in the ifle of 
Bommel, were quartered in Brabant, in the 
neighbourhood of Megen Their communi- 

cation 
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cation with the main army was kept open by 


— abridge over the Maefe; but as they lay at 


the diftance of feveral miles, a fort called Du- 
rango, from the name of the engineer employ- 
ed in conftruéting it, and feveral redoubts, 
had been ereéted on that part of the dyke of 
the river by which the enemy might approach. 
Notwithftanding thefe prudent precautions, 
prince Maurice ftill refolved to attack the 
Spanifh cavalry, and, with this view, having 
thrown a bridge over the Macfe frorn the ifle 
f Voorn, he kept his own cavalry in readi- 

nefs to march as foon as orders fhould be given 
them. But judging it neceffary before hand 
to diflodge the Spaniards from their fortifica~ 
tions on the dyke of the river, he fent the 
fteur de la Noue, and colonel Vere, with a felect 
body of troops, chicfly Englifh and French, 
to make an attack on fort Durango. Nothing 
could furpats the fprit and intrepidity which 
thcle troops, animated by the example of their 
Jeaders, difplayed in the attack.. Having 
thrown down their pikes and mufkets, tliey 
fcaled the ramparts in feveral places, and at- 
tecked the garrifon, with extraordinary fury, 
fvord in hand. But this garrifon, confiiting 
of Spaniards aud Walloons, though amcunting 
only to five hundred men, commanded by La- 
deiano, an officer of diftinguifhed bravery, in 
their 
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their defence difcovered a degree of intrepidity 
not inferior to that of the affailants, The 
fmallnefs of their number was compenfated by 
the advantages of their fituation; and the 
combat was thus proJonged for feveral hours, 
with mutual flaughter, tll la Noue and Vere, 
being informed that Mendoza was approach- 
ing towards them with fuperior forces, judged 
it prudent to retire. 


No other memorable tranfactions happened 
between {the contending parties during this 
campaign. Maurice could not venture now to 
attack the Spanifh cavalry with fafety ; and, 
from the precautions which had been taken to 
cover the workmen employed in ereéting the 
fort in Bommel, joined to the advantageous fi- 
tuation of the Spanifh army, he found it im- 
poffible to prevent them from carrying that de- 
fign into execution, 


Tue fort was accordingly finifhed in the 
moft regular manner: the ramparts, flanked 
with bafiions, and infiantly planted with can- 
non, ina great meafure commanded the navi- 
gation of the Macfe on the fouth, and of the 
Waal cn the nu:th. On the eaft and weft, 
they were fcurcd with ditches of extraordinary 
breadth end depth, which, being at all times 
filled with «ater ffomn the rivers, lerved as 
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them, to cruife againit* the enemy. And, in 
imitation of the example which Maurice had 
exhibited in the fortifications of Bommel, the 
whole was ftrengthened with a covered way, 
which was ftrongly fortified with redoubts. 


THE cardinal came himfelf to vifit this fort 
as foon as it was finifhed ; and having marked 
out a place for a church, of which he laid the 
firft ftone with his own hand, he gave, both to 
the church and to the fort, the narne of Saint 
Andrew He had been extremely defirous to 
diftinguifh his adminiftration by fome remark- 
able atchievement ; and he was overjoyed to 
have beer able to finifh fo great a work, which 
he hoped would be found of great importance 
towards the reduction of the revolted pro- 
vinces. 


Prince Maurice, onthe other hand, notwith- 
ftanding his fuccefsful defence of Bommel, 
could not fail to be feverely mortified; al- 
though, as wili appear in the fequel, this fort, 
the erecting of which he had exerted his 
utmoft {kil} and vigour to prevent, ferved only 
to furnifh him with one opportunity more than 
would otherwife have occured to difplay his 
wonted activity and enterprize. In the mean 
time, he built another fort dire€tly oppofite to 
Saint Andrew, on the right fide of the Waal, 

which 
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which rendered the country of Betue fecure 
againit the incurfions of the encmy *. 


Durinc the courfe of thefe tranfaétions in 
the Netherlands, the Germans, in the circle of 
Weftphalia, had begun their operations againtt 
the Spanifh garrifons in Rhinberg, and the 
other towns upon the Rhine. But as neither 
the emperor, nor the electors of Cologne, 
Mentz, and Treves, befides feveral other 
Popifh pfinces, were willing to come to an 
open rupture with the court of Spain, their 
preparations for war had not been carried on 
with that alacrity which might have been ex- 
pected from the ftrong and juft refentment 
with which they were inflamed; and the feafon 
of aétion was far fpent befcre they were ready 
to open the campaign. The elector Palatine 
had withdrawn his contingent of troops, under 
the pretext that the league had been violated 
by the other electors; and the bifhop of 
Cologne, though his fubjects had fuffered 
greatly from the depredations of the Spaniards, 
had carried his complaifance to them to fo 
great a length, as to permit them to make 
levies in his dominions, and to furnifh them 
with provifiens and military flores. It was 


* Grotius, lib. viii, Beutivogiis, part ii, bev. Thua- 
nus, hb, exxit. 
there- 


47 


BOOK 
1 





1<99. 
Tranf- 


aclious in 


Germany. 


PHILIP I. KING OF SPAIN. 49 


Netherlands had found means to appcafe, be- 8 a K 
ing, unwilling to fupply his troops with pro- 
vifions, he foon abandoned his attempt, and 
dire€&ted his march towards Rees, where he 
expected the Dutch could more eafily convey 
to him fuch affiftance as his exigencies fhould 





ISP 


require. 


Tue garrifon of Rees was ill prepared for Setpember 
P 3 . Sivye of 

their defence, and it la Lippe had liftened to Rees. 
the countlel of count Hohenloc, who advifed 

him to ftation a part of his army on the other 

file of the river, to prevent them from re- 
ceiving any reinforcement or fupplies, they 

would foon have found it necefzry to lay down 

their arms: but he negiccted this neceffary 
precaution, ‘The garrifon were feveral times 
reinforced by detachments from the army in 
Bommel; and, at length, finding themfelves 
poftefied of fuiicent ftrength, and obferving 

that the fiege was carricd on in the movil re- 

mifs and neghgent manner, they made a vigo- 

rous attack upon his trenches, put a gieat 
number of his men to the fword, nailed up {e- 

veral of his cannon, and even ca‘ried off fome 

of them in triumph to the town. 


Tris difatter increafed the divifion which 
from the beginning had fubiified among the 
Voz. I. E leaders. 


PHILIP Ili. KING OF SPAIN. 49 


Netherlands had found means to appeafe, be- 3 9. ¥ 
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require. 


Tut garrifon of Rees was ill prepared for  Setpember. 
Sivye of 

their de ax, and if la Lippe had hitened to Res. 
the counlel of count Hohenloc, who advifed 

him to ftation a part of his army ou the other 

file of the river, to prevent them from re- 
ceiving any reinforcement or fuprlies, they 
would foon have found it neceffiry to lay down 

their arms: but he negiccted this neceffary 
precaution. ‘The garrifon were {eveval times 
reinforced by detachments from the army in 
Bommel; and, at Jength, finding thensfelves 
— of fudicient ftrength, and obferving 

that the fiege was carticd on in the moil re- 

mifs and neghgent manner, they made a vigo- 

rous attack upon his trenches, put a great 
number of his men to the fword, naiied up {e- 

veral of fis cannon, and even ca ried off fome 

of them in triumph to the town. 


Turs difafter increafed the divifion which 
from the beginning had fubiilled among the 
Vor. I, E leadutss 
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became more difobedient and refractory thar 
ever ; and in two days after the count gave or- 
ders to raife the fiege. 


Tue retreat of this army was ftll more dif- 
graceful than their conduct during the fiege. 
Dreading that the garrifon would renew their 
attack upon the trenches, they fled in the moft 
precipitate manner, leaving behind them a 
great part of their baggage and provifions. 
The Spaniards hung in their rear for feveral 
miles, put many to the fword, and threw the 
whole army into confufion. Not long after, 
a party of them mutinied againft their officers, 
left their flandards, and, in their way home, 
indulged themfelves in the fame rapine and 
depredation againft their countrymen, as had 
formerly been exercifed by the Spanifh troops, 


Tue Dutch had, in the beginning, enters 
tained the hopes of finding ufeful allies in the 
Germans. With this view they had exerted 
all their influence in roufing them to arms, 
and had feveral times fupplied them with ftores 
and provifions. On the prefent occafion they 
fent William de Naffau, a near relation of 
prince Maurice, an experienced officer, and a 
perfon of diftinguifhed prudence, to attempt to 
re-eftabliih difcipline among the troops, and a 

good 
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pood underftanding among the Icaders; but 
all, his endeavours having proved ineffectual 
for thefe ends, and the winter feafon approach- 
ing, it was judged neceffary to difband the 
army, and put an end to this inglorious cam- 


paign. 


Sucu is frequently the fate of confederacies 
formed by the union of independent princes, 
even when there is one common intereft to 
unite them, unlefs the fupreme command be 
devolved on fome perfon of extraordinary 
abilities, whofe want of power may be fupplied 
by the confidence infpired by his fuperior 
merit. 


NorwitnstanpnG the feeble efforts of this 
confederacy, the archduke having only intend- 
ed, by feizing the German towns, to accom- 
modate his troops for a feafon, ordered moft 
of them to be evacuated. He likewife pro- 
mifed to indemnify the feveral ftates for the 
injuries and damages which they had fuftain- 
ed; and two commiffioners were appointed by 
the emperor to eftimate their lofies; but it 
does not appear that any thing effectual was 
ever done inconfequence of thisappointment *. 


* Grotius, lib. viii. Bentivoglio, part. iii. lib. v. Pia- 
fecii Chronica Gefiorum in Europa Singuiarium, an. 1599. 
Gonfale Davila, & lib. i. cap. 4. ‘Thuan, Hift. lib. 
CXXile cap. 6, 8, &ev 
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